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""■ARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  &  ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES,  HELENA,  MONTANA 


David  B,  Lackman ,  Ph.D . ,  Administrator,  Laboratory  Division     March  8,  1974 


SUGGESTED  COPY  FOR  "HANDBOOK  FOR  LOCAL  HEALTH  OFFICERS" 

The  Preventive  Health  Services  and  the  Maternal  and  Child  Health  Bureaus  are 
putting  out  a  "Handbook".    A  Directory  for  the  Laboratory  Division  will  be  included. 
This  is  a  draft  of  it. 

Laboratory  Division  -  David  B.  Lackman,  Ph.D.,  Administrator 

W.  F.  Cogswell  Building,  Helena,  Montana  59601 
Phone:  (406)  449-2643 

Public  Health  Laboratories  provide  one  means  for  the  application  of  results  of 
medical,  research  to  the  solution  of  the  nation's  health  problems.    Often  the  con- 
sumer-taxpayer does  not  realize  benefits  from  medical  research,  the  costs  of  which 
he  has  underwritten  with  tax  dollars.    Aggressive  public  health  programs  can  do  much 
to  remedy  this.    Clearly  the  public  health  laboratory  has  an  important  role  in 
correcting  what  Assistant  Secretary  for  Health,  Dr ,  Charles  C.  Edwards,  describes 
as  "a  misguided  sense  of  the  place  of  research  in  the  nation's  efforts  to  solve  its 
health  problems" » 

Most  of  the  services  detailed  in  the  following  are  paid  for  with  funds  budgeted 
to  the  Division  by  the  Director  of  the  Department.      In  Fiscal  1973  such  monies  amounted 
to  $241,199,  and  were  made  up  as  follows:     $154,731    (64%)  from  Federal  sources 

86,468    (36%)  from  the  State  general  fund 

$241,199 

There  has  been  increasing  activity  in  Air  Quality  and  Water  Quality  control  in  the 
Chemistry  Laboratory  Bureau  so  money  from  their  federal  grants  also  was  spent  in  the  lab- 
oratory.   This  amounted  to  about  $75,000;  giving  an  overall  total  of  $316,199  for  cost 
of  services  provided  by  the  state  laboratory  in  Helena. 

Our  functions  which  involve  testing  are: 

I.     To  serve  as  a  reference  laboratory  for  difficult  and  unusual  procedures 
and  to  carry  out  those  which  would  be  too  costly  if  not  done  in  large  volume. 

II.    To  provide  tests  required  by  Laws  and  Administrative  Codes  (Rules). 
III.    To  provide  laboratory  services  to  other  divisions,  bureaus,  and  units  in 
the  Department  in  support  of  their  programs  and  special  studies;  and  to  provide  ser- 
vices, under  contract,  to  other  units  of  government. 

Submission  of  specimens.     Specimens  are  usually  sent  in  containers  furnished  by 
the  laboratory.     Request  forms  are  included  in  kits  along  with  special  instructions 
for  collection  and  shipping.     A  sample  set  of  15  forms  commonly  used  for  submission 
of  specimens  may  be  obtained  by  request  to  the  laboratory.     In  an  emergency,  containers 
may  be  obtained  by  telephone  request  to  the  laboratory  (449-2642) . 

Immediate  responsibility  for  carrying  out  tests  on  specimens  submitted  resides 
in  the  units  and  here  is  a  listing  of  them  with  the  name  and  telephone  number  of  the 
person  in  charge.     In  many  cases  the  sample  is  collected  by  local  sanitarians,  law 
enforcement,  officers,  field  representatives  of  the  Environmental  Sciences  Division 
or  program  personnel  from  other  Departments  with  which  we  have  a  contract  to  provide 
services . 
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Chemistry  Laboratory  Bureau      -      Ludwig  Champa,  Chief  ^  449-3644 


Water  Chemistry  Unit:  -  John  Hawthorne                                                      ||  449-3644 
Chemical  tests  on  public  and  private  supplies  of  drinking  water  * 
(see  form) ;  also  water  quality  studies 

Air  Chemistry  Unit  -  William  Hooper  449-3644 
Tests  to  determine  air  quality.    Samples  are  collected  by  field 

personnel  of  the  Air  Quality  Bureau  -  Donald  Holtz,  Chief  449-3454 

Environmental  Services  Chemistry  -  Thomas  Daly  449-3644 
Specimens  are  received  through  the  Environmental  Services 

Bureau,  Vernon  Sloulin,  Chief  449-2408 

Occupational  Safety  &  Health  Chemistry  -  Thomas  Daly  449-3644 
Specimens  are  received  through  the  Occupational  Health  Bureau 

Larry  Lloyd,  Chief  449-3454 
Additionally,  under  contract  from  the  Division  of  Workmen's 

Compensation  of  the  Montana  Department  of  Labor  and  Industry 

Toxicology  -  Michael  J.  Harrington  449-2617 
Tests  on  body  fluids  for  alcohol,  solvents,  carbon  monoxide,  and 
abused  substances  (drugs  and  other  addictive  substances) .  Also 
tests  on  substances  to  determine  their  nature  are  done  for  non-law 
enforcement  purposes.    Practically  all  specimens  are  submitted  under 
contracts  with  the  Montana  Highway  Traffic  Safety  Administrator  and 
with  the  Southwestern  Montana  Drug  Program.    Tests  involving  heavy 
metals,  pesticides,  and  some  other  toxic  substances  are  done  in 
Environmental  Services  and  Occupational  Safety  and  Health  Chemistry. 

Microbiology  Laboratory  Bureau      -     Milton  Brown,  Chief  449-2642 

Clinical  Bacteriology  Unit  -  John  Hall  449-2642 
Guthrie  metabolic-inhibition  test  for  detection  of  PKU 
Throat  cultures  for  beta-hemolytic  streptococci 
Cultures  for  Neisseria  gonorrhoeae 

Cultures  for  Salmonella,  Shigella  and  other  enteric  organisms 
Throat  cultures  for  Corynebacterium  diphtheriae 
Culturing  for,  and  identification  of,  anaerobic  bacteria 

Determinative  bacteriology  on  pure  cultures  submitted  by  other  laboratories 

Culturing  for  bacteria  involved  in  food  poisoning 

Culturing  for  bacteria  suspected  of  involvement  in  various  conditions 
and  lesions  when  this  service  is  not  available  locally 

Virology  Unit  -  Robert  Clark  449-2617 
Rubella  hemagglutination-inhibition  tests 
Serological  tests  for  selected  viral  diseases 

Tissue  cultures  for  isolation  of  viruses  from  clinical  specimens 
(Primary  Monkey  Kidney,  KB  cells,  L-cells,  embryonated  eggs) 

Venereal  Disease  Serology  -  Patricia  Maxey  449-2643 
Venereal  Disease  Research  Laboratory  test  for  syphilis 
FTA-ABS  test  for  reference  on  certain  VDRL's 

Certification  of  laboratories  for  performance  of  serological  tests 
for  syphilis  (four  sets  of  specimens  are  furnished  to  75  labora- 
tories annually  for  checking  proficiency) 

Environmental  Microbiology  Unit  -  Ella  Mae  Howard  449-2642 
Bacterial  analysis  of  public  and  private  drinking  water  supplies 
Bacteriology  concerned  with  control  of  water  pollution 
Inspection  of  laboratories  for  certification  to  test  water  supplies 

used  on  interstate  carriers 
Bacteriological  analysis  of  food  for  quality  control 
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Mycobacteriology-Myeology-Parasitology  Unit  -  Mel-Iden  Chambers  449-2617 
Tuberculosis  bacteriology 
Culture  for  fungi 

Examinations  for  parasites  and  ova 

Specimens  for  serological  tests  for  certain  fungal  and  parasitic 
diseases  are  forwarded  to  the  Center  for  Disease  Control 


WHAT  IS  THE  FUTURE  OF  LABORATORY  LEGISLATION  IN  MONTANA  ? 

On  the  back  of  the  front  cover  of  the  1973  annual  report  for  the  Division  there 
is  the  following  item:    On  Monday  afternoon,  January  14,  1974,  the  Montana  Senate 
defeated,  by  a  30-16  vote,   "A  BILL  FOR  AN  ACT  ENTITLED:    AN  ACT  TO  REGULATE  AND  LICENSE 
CLINICAL  LABORATORY  PERSONNEL".     This  is  the  fourth  time  around  for  such  legislation 
in  Montana  and  is  probably  the  end.    This  increases  the  urgency  for  uniform  federal 
standards  for  clinical  laboratories,  including  qualifications  for  technical  personnel. 
Presently  there  are  three  sets  of  standards:    those  proposed  for  hospital  laboratories 
(not  signed  thus  far),  those  for  independent  laboratories,  and  those  for  laboratories 
in  interstate  commerce  {Clinical  Laboratories  Improvement  Act  of  1967).    Dr.  Lewis  C. 
LaMotte  at  CDC  is  working  with  the  Bureau  of  Health  Insurance  on  these  and  we  can  only 
hope,  for  the  sake  of  the  consumer,  that  they  are  formulated  and  signed  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  HEW  soon.    We  were  originally  promised  Medicare  standards  for  hospital  labor- 
atories which  would  be  equivalent  to  those  for  "independent"  laboratories,  by  December 
1971.    Two  years  have  passed  and  we  still  do  not  have  them. 

Perhaps  I  was  too  hasty  in  my  remark  "is  probably  the  end".    A  legal  consultant 
for  the  Bureau  of  Laboratories  at  the  Center  for  Disease  Control,  after  he  read  it, 
had  this  to  say  -    "The  track  record  is  not  good,  but  state  health  departments  should 
remember  the  responsibility  for  protecting  the  public  health  is  basically  a  state 
responsibility  with  the  Federal  government  assisting  the  states'  in  carrying  out 
state  responsibility.    Those  same  organizations  who  are  now  saying  "let  the  Feds  do  it" 
are  the  same  ones  who  opposed  Medicare  as  long  as  they  could  and  will,  in  the  future, 
oppose  any  further  Federal  attempts  to  improve  medical  care  delivery  through  improved 
laboratory  performance.     Federal  licensure  of  laboratory  personnel  is,  in  my  opinion, 
unrealistic  in  that  licensure  of  the  professions  has  always  been  a  state  responsibility 
and  will  continue  in  the  future  unless  we  change  our  basic  form  of  government. " 

Therefore,  we  will  continue  to  work  on  licensing  of  laboratories  in  Montana  as 
part  of  our  efforts  to  improve  their  performance. 
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